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[Abstract:] In reference to furnishing the Asst. Treas. at New York with $1000 gold dollars. 
In your reply, please quote above initials. 


Treasury of the United States, 
Washington, 
December 2, 1884 


Sir: 


I am in receipt of yours of 25th ultimo in regard to the coinage of Gold Dollars, and the 
furnishing to the Assistant Treasurer at New York of $1000 of such dollars. 


I fully appreciate the reasons you have given why the Gold Dollars should not be coined 
and furnished. 


This office has been for a long time in daily receipt of applications by mail and otherwise 
for Gold Dollars, to which it has replied that no coinage of this denomination was made except 
as needed for purposes of making change to parties entitled to receive gold payments, and has 
declined to supply a demand which it has known is only caused by a desire to use them as 
bangles, or for other purposes not legitimated to the purposes for which they are coined. 


Before including in the order for transfer of gold to the Assistant Treasurer at New York, 
an order for the dollars, I had understood that there was to be during this month a coinage of 
dollars to some amount, as had been usual, it was believed, in December; and if a considerable 
amount was coined, there might be sent to him some of them. His purpose in obtaining them is 
not known to me, but it is not presumed that he would make a general distribution of them for 
purposes not legitimate. 


Under the circumstances I do not insist upon the order being filled as made, and I have 
sent to the Assistant Treasurer a copy of your letter to which this is a reply, that he may see the 
objections, which he will admit as I do, to a coinage not for purposes necessary to the conduct of 
his office; but I have said to him that perhaps you will be able to send him a small number of 
Dollars say $200 or there abouts; and this will no doubt be entirely satisfactory to him, as your 
action would be to this office, even if you concluded that you could not supply him with any. 
Other denominations may be sent in place of any portion of the order for $1,000 not filled with 
dollars. 


Very respectfully, 
A.U. Wyman 
Treasurer U.S. 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Supt. Mint USS., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


